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Idea-Expression 
Distinction
(incl. vs. facts, 
procedures, etc.)

Copyright
Eric E. Johnson
ericejohnson.com

Konomark
Most rights sharable

Baker v. Selden, 101 U.S. 
99 (1879)

Selden’s 
Condensed 
Ledger
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Baker v. Selden, 101 U.S. 
99 (1879)

Selden’s 
Condensed 
Ledger

Baker v. Selden, 101 U.S. 99 (1879)
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Baker v. Selden, 101 U.S. 99 (1879)

Lotus v. Borland (1st. Cir. 1995)
Borland copied Lotus’s 
menu command hierarchy 
“so that spreadsheet users 
who were already familiar 
with Lotus 1-2-3 would be 
able to switch to the 
Borland programs without 
having to learn new 
commands or rewrite their 
macros.” 
Did Borland infringe 
Lotus’s copyright?

A. Yes
B. No
C. i.d.k.
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Castle Rock 
Entertainment Inc. v. 
Carol Publishing Group, 
150 F.3d 132 (2nd Cir. 
1998)

Castle Rock 
Entertainment Inc. v. 
Carol Publishing Group, 
150 F.3d 132 (2nd Cir. 
1998)
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Castle Rock Entertainment Inc. v. Carol Publishing Group, 
150 F.3d 132 (2nd Cir. 1998)

The Associated Press has sportswriters from 
various organizations rank college football 
teams and publishes the result as the AP Top 
25 College Football Poll. Does AP have a 
copyright in the list of 25 teams such that 
unauthorized people cannot reproduce the list?

1. Yes
2. No
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Does an association of universities and bowl 
game organizers need the permission of the 
AP to use the AP poll in determining who 
should play in the national championship 
game?

1. Yes
2. No

Steinberg v. Columbia Pictures 
(S.D.N.Y. 1987)



_

7



_

8



_

9

[Shown in class but omitted
from this handout: Picture of 
rooftop bleachers just across 
the street from Wrigley Field 
baseball stadium as viewed 
from inside the stadium.]


